Epidemiology of Takayasu's arteritis in Turkey.
To estimate the prevalence and incidence of Takayasu arteritis (TA) among the residents of the city of Izmir, the third largest metropolis in Turkey. Five tertiary care teaching hospitals, which were the only ones that provided rheumatology specialty care during the study period in the city of Izmir from 2006 through 2010, were invited to take part in the present study. A case search was performed electronically in the information systems of these hospitals using The International Classification of Diseases Tenth Revision (ICD-10) code for Takayasu arteritis (M31.4). The diagnosis was confirmed through chart review by a rheumatologist according to the 1990 American College of Rheumatology (ACR) criteria. Annual prevalence was calculated based on the number of patients that were alive at the end of 2010. Age- and sex-adjusted prevalence rates were standardised according to the 2010 Turkish population, based on 2010 Turkish Census. A total of 41 patients were confirmed to have TA and also to live within the targeted area. The annual prevalence was estimated as 12.8 (95% CI 12.0-13.6) per million; 23.5/million (95% CI 21.9-25.0) in females and 1.9/million (95% CI 1.5-2.4) in males. The prevalence was higher 8.8/million (95% CI 7.7-10.0) in the population >40 years of age. During the study period, the mean annual incidence of TA was estimated as 1.11/million (95% CI 0.54-1.67). The first epidemiologic study of TA in a Turkish population suggests that TA is a relatively common vasculitis in Turkey.